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C L AY W O R K S



MISSION
Clayworks is a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting ceramic arts, advancing artists  
and students, and enriching the communities it serves.

VISION
Clayworks engages, enriches, and inspires diverse populations in the discovery, creation and 
celebration of the ceramic arts.

IMPACT STATEMENT
Clayworks is a leader in the field of ceramic arts, providing its students and artists unparalleled 
access to top-quality facilities, equipment, and instruction. It provides robust arts education 
programming, centered on hands-on experiences with clay, to diverse populations across our 
region with many programs at low cost, or no cost, to the participant. Clayworks enriches its 
community by helping individuals reach their potential for creativity and personal growth and 
connecting people from a variety of backgrounds and abilities.
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LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
This year was another year of tremendous growth for Clayworks. Through our current 5-year plan, Clayworks aspires to double 
our impact on our community by enhancing support for students and artists and expanding Clayworks’ role as a community 
resource dedicated to enriching lives. Clayworks added more adult and children’s weekly classes, and more one-time programs; 
we were able to be back in-person for our community engagement programs, hosted two in-person gallery sales and hosted  
our fundraising event, Celebrate Clayworks!, for the first time since 2019!

In January of 2023, our Culture Blocks programing (a partnership with Arts & Science Council, Mecklenburg County Park and 
Recreation, and Charlotte Mecklenburg Library) was able to move forward with in-person programs in libraries and recreation 
centers throughout Mecklenburg County. Clayworks provided 111 free programs in 5 recreation centers and 3 libraries. Some of  
our long-term community partners included Promise Resource Network, Digi-Bridge, Greater Enrichment Project, Mosaic 
School, Phillips Academy, YWCA, Covenant Presbyterian Church, YWCA and Freedom Schools. 

CLAYWORKS REMAINS COMMITTED TO EXTENDING OUR IMPACT WITHIN THE COMMUNITY WE SERVE. 

Clayworks provided 14 residencies of two or more days and 41 workshops programs in 20 schools and served 1145 students, 
65% of these programs were delivered in Title 1 schools. Program offerings included Face Jugs for the Fourth graders who were 
learning about North Carolina History, raku pottery workshops, pinch pot animals, twentieth century sculpture, African masks,  
Suess’s Out of the Pages and Into Clay, and monoprinting on clay. 

Clayworks remains committed to expanding our impact within the community we serve. You can help us make a difference by 
contributing to Clayworks so we can reach more schools, more community partners, and more participants within Mecklenburg 
County. Your support helps us continue our presence in the lives of individuals across our community. Clayworks is making a 
significant impact in our community. Thank you to our talented staff, teaching artists, dedicated board members, and our 
generous supporters! Your enthusiasm and ongoing generosity will ensure that this magical space of muddy fun and creativity 
will continue to be an integral part of the arts and culture of Charlotte, now and in the future. 

Adrienne Dellinger, Executive Director
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CLAYWORKS PROGRAMS 2022-2023
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CLAYWORKS HOSTED CELEBRATE CLAYWORKS!
On April 28, 2023, Clayworks hosted the first in-person fundraiser since 2019. The party and silent auction was attended 
by 118 people and the auction had pieces from 31 artists from all over the state of North Carolina. The funds raised from 
the event were used to support the mission of Clayworks.

THE CANNON FOUNDATION
This past summer, Clayworks made a significant investment to waterproof our facility, upgrade the infrastructure on the 
roof, and repaint the exterior. We want to thank The Cannon Foundation and Strickland Waterproofing. We are grateful 
for these organizations, along with our donors, for helping Clayworks achieve our goals so that we can continue to work 
to fulfill our mission.
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DIGIBRIDGE
Clayworks has a long history of partnering with other nonprofit organizations to bring the joys  
and wonders of clay to their participants. For three consecutive summers, Clayworks has 
partnered with DigiBridge, a local nonprofit organization whose mission is to spark interest  
and passion among youth in science, technology, engineering, arts and math.

Ceramics, as an art form, serves as a unique canvas where the threads of STEAM intricately 
weave together. “I think that art gets lost in a lot of STEAM programs—sometimes they touch on art, but rarely does it 
incorporate science, technology, engineering, and math. With ceramics, all of those are inherent in the art form and firing 
processes. This is why we like to do a field trip day to Clayworks with our summer campers.” (Sherry Sample, Program 
Manager at Digi-Bridge.) 

Children from DigiBridge embarked on a journey to Clayworks, where the tactile beauty of ceramics met the precision of 
STEAM. Their summer day unfolded with hands-on adventures, starting with the mesmerizing spin of the pottery wheels. 
Guided by skilled instructors, the kids tried their hand at shaping clay, transforming simple lumps into vessels of self 
expression. As the pottery wheels hummed with creativity, and the room was filled with laughter, the young the young 
participants were introduced to the principles of engineering and math in every delicate curve and thoughtful design. 

Clayworks enhanced the campers’ learning experience by introducing them to the use of  3-D printing with clay. Artists can 
design intricate forms digitally, pushing the boundaries of what’s achievable with traditional handbuilding methods. While  
we were not able to print with the students by machine, they learned how to roll coils and stack them in the traditional 
construction method. Both 3-D printing and coil building involve a layered approach to constructing ceramic forms. Both 
methods are additive processes, where the form is built by adding coils of clay to each other, gradually shaping  
the piece. 

The collaboration extended beyond the studio walls, as the children took a behind-the-scenes tour of Clayworks, gaining 
insight into the intricate processes that turn raw clay into works of art: observing, for example, how chemicals suspended  
in water become the ‘shiny colored outside’ of the finished pot, and seeing the kilns where the chemical change occurs 
under high temperatures. The melding of artistic mastery and STEAM fundamentals became a bridge that connected the 
seemingly disparate worlds of ceramics and technology. 

When asked why DigiBridge chooses to come to Clayworks 
each year, Sheri said [Clayworks provides an] “important 
mode of creativity that most students don’t get access to in 
the classroom. We like hands-on learning at DigiBridge. 
Clayworks is unique in that it offers a low-tech counterpart 
that incorporates STEAM into learning. Besides, the kids 
love the experience and are so proud of their creations”.

CERAMICS, AS AN  
ART FORM, SERVES AS A 
UNIQUE CANVAS WHERE 

THE THREADS OF STEAM 
INTRICATELY WEAVE 

TOGETHER.



THE PARTICIPANTS AT PRN WOULD LOVE CLAYWORKS TO OFFER 
CLASSES MORE FREQUENTLY BECAUSE THEY ENJOY EXPRESSING 

THEMSELVES CREATIVELY THROUGH THEIR ARTWORK.
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PROMISE RESOURCE NETWORK
Since 2019, on the last Friday of each month, a Clayworks staff member packs the Mudmobile with clay, tools, a project idea, 
and heads down the street to Promise Resource Network’s (PRN) Recovery Hub to lead a hands-on workshop to anyone 
wanting to participate. Sam Cowden, Director of Recovery Hub & RCO Initiatives, describes PRN as “a space where people 
can learn about self, grow, build relationships and support people in being the person they want to be.” Cowden continues  
to describe PRN as “an agency operated by and for people with complex life experiences that utilize our wisdom to support 
others, change traditional treatment systems and advance social justice.” The Recovery Hub is the drop-in center where 
peers (what they call participants at PRN) can hang out with each other and attend different classes.

 In support of the whole person, PRN has several initiatives for support through Recovery Education, Support for coping 
with the Criminal Justice system, Supported Employment, Housing Support, Trauma-Informed Peer Support and Integrated 
Care to name a few. 

According to Cowden, Clayworks workshops are core offerings for their peers. Entering in 2023, would mark five  years of 
partnership, the Clayworks workshops are some of the few hands-on group classes offered at PRN. Other non-talk activities 
include bead and jewelry making, yoga, journaling, and music. Cowden mentioned several people come to PRN only to attend 
the Clayworks workshops where laughter, conversation and helpful encouragement are additional benefits for the attendees. 

The participants at PRN would love Clayworks to offer classes more frequently because they enjoy expressing themselves 
creatively through their artwork. The Clayworks workshops are a win-win for PRN and their peers. PRN believes introducing 
new art forms and skills encourages creative expression and provides unique opportunities their peers likely have not 
previously experienced, while the workshop attendees like working with and the feel of clay. These hands-on workshops 
allow each individual to move beyond their comfort zone in a positive way. Partnerships with organizations like PRN are 
important to fulfill Clayworks’ mission and we hope to continue this partnership well into the future.



FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
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CLAYWORKS REVENUE CLAYWORKS EXPENSES

2023 YEAR-END BALANCE SHEET

Assets
Current Assets:  

Cash and cash equivalents $727,982
Accounts receivable  $4,175
Prepaid expenses $1,704
Inventory  $24,569

Total current Assets  $758,430
Beneficial interest in foundation assets (with donor restrictions) $63,721
Property and equipment, net $954,666
Other assets  $2,150

Total Assets  $1,831,967

Liabilities & Net Assets
Liabilities
Current liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses   $23,018
Deferred income  $116,340
Refundable deposits  $3,049
Current portion of long term debt  $38,359

Total Current Liabilities  $180,766
Long term debt     $323,950

Total Liabilities  $504,716
Net assets:

Without donor restrictions   $1,253,270
With donor restrictions   $73,981

Total Net Assets  $1,327,251

Total Liabilities & Net Assets  $1,831,967



Clayworks gratefully 
acknowledges the financial 
support of the following donors 
who made gifts between  
July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023.

^^ Gift in honor of Susan 
Hughes new Deputy Director  
of Clayworks

PORCELAIN ($1,000 AND 
ABOVE)
Susan Benoit
Michael Brannaman
Beth Bryson
Tammy Goodman
Amy Hockett
Stuart Johnson
Pete Kaplan
Stan & Anne Land
Ashley Larkin ^^
Richard Levinton
Ralph McMillan
Robert Oberg
Patrick Paige
Fern Paterson
Jocelyn Petty
Mary Margaret Porter
Teri Povinelli
Edwin Rasberry
Wes & Claudia Sturges
Dave Timm
Kristin Tokic
Jeff Turner

MAJOLICA ($499-$999)
Christa & Bob Faut
Emily Hodge
Gary Morgan
Jane Conlan
Karen Quigley
Kirsten Sikkelee & Paul Walker
Patty & Alex Funderburg
Rhonda Baker
Stephanie Taylor
Brad Loman
Deb Irmscher
Sammie Powers
Camille Ragano-Perez
Karen Hurd
Lynne & Chuck Nadel
Dawn Newsome
Shanna Francois
Stephanie Wodarski

STONEWARE ($250-$499)
Wade Bridges
Sharon Brown
J’Nell Bryson
Robert E. Bush
Lauren Cantor
Kristen Clark
Herbert Cohen
Miriam Dixon
Cheryl Drake-Bowers
Corie Dulken
Amanda Grigg
Amanda Guile
James Hollins

H. Clark & Karen Jackson
Melissa Kimberly
Gary Knight
Barbara Laughlin
Mary Lee
Lori Leighton
Janet Levy
Robert Lorenzen
Anne Lyle
Amelia Mascioli
Erica Jordan McCafferty
Regan Miller
Julia Neyman
Robert Philipp
Cindy Shute
Melissa Spada
Gregory Underwood

BISQUE ($100-$249)
Emily Abernathy
Lisa Adamson
Joe Agnew
Angela Aiken
Jessica Alatorre
Jack Alexander
Sarah Anderson
Mark Andrews
Louise Andrews
AJ Archila
George Azrak
Marilyn Barrier
John Beetar
Maria Bernhard
Philip Blount
Alan & Rosalie Blumenthal
Gus Bowen
Robin Briggs
Kelly Brotherton
Rachel Brown
Jim Bryson
Pat Burke
Sandra Burns
Jessica Bush
Jack Byrnes
Janelle Carroll
Valentina Cherednichenko
Heather Cheshire
Donna Chun
Elizabeth & Mark Clemens
Sylvia Cobb
Pamela Conrad
Aaron Cowell
Jane Daly
Shelley DeLux
Julianna DeMicco
Abbie Diianni
Laurie Dover
Tom Druckenbrod
Elizabeth Dunaway
Trisha Dyer
Jim Evans
Annette Fallmann
John Ferraris
Sarah Fortin
Sarah Franklin
Jessica Freely
Megan Frein
Hannah Friscia

Sarah Gallichant
Kate Grzeca
Stephanie Guffin
Jennifer Hackett
Alan Hamer
Christine Hardy
Dillon Hartley
Johnna Hauck
Ben & Linda Hawfield
Dan Hebert
Karolina Hecking
Janet Heffner
Anne Henderson
Davis Henderson
Katie Hoover
Bill Hovis
Jacqueline Howells
Trevor Huffstetler
Ally Hughes
Peggy Hutson
Susan Jayson
Pat Johanson
Timothy Jones
Dona Jones
Lauren Josey
Sarah Kennard
Kate Kennedy
Caren Keyes
Stacy Kobe
Marni Krehnbrink
Kali Krehnbrink
Carrie Langelotti
Eva Langelotti
Meesook Lee
Alexander Lieberman
Deborah Lovelett
Courtney Madden
Meghan Manges
Geethanjali Manickavasagam
Angie Marshall
Larry Martin
Gilda McGee
Claire McGuinness
Chelsey Meade
Maryann Mee
Cindy Menzel
Katie Causey Miller
Emma Morris
Allison Morrissey
James Mosteller
Megan Mulhern
Dot & Harry Munson
Evan Nogay
Alisa Notte
Toni Nozar
Mica Oberkfell
Yvonne Overcast
Maria Page
Alexis Pawling
Erin Petmezas
Carol Pharr
Tanya Pohlmann
Madison Preib
Makaela Premont
Valerie Preston
Terry Redman
Christopher Rhone
Tatiana Rice

Lindley Rickert
Judy Riley
Alicia Romeo
Susan Rose
Kelly Rousey
Jeff Sackett
Kim Savage
Anderson Schrader
Margaret Schrimsher
Nell Scudder
Ju-Ian Shen
Samantha Small
Sloan Snyder
Mica Sorkin
Rosalie Spaniel
Todd Stewart
Becky Story
JT Stukes
Kathrin Szabo
Daniel Tangerone
Antonina Tarbutton
Judy Tell
Erika Templeton
Ellen Thompson
Miranda Upton
Brittany Vanderlinden
Lorenzo Vanelli
Lisa Wallin
Mimi Watts
Susan Welch
Stephanie Henrichs Welch
Candice Whitney
Betsy & Brian Wilder
Beth Wilkinson
Jeanette Williams
Katie Williams
Clara Wolfe
Liz Wright
Emy Zamora
Christine Zazzaro

GREENWARE ($1-$99)
Dalton Bain
Christine Beloni
Jacob Bennett
Laurie Bond
Therese Busch †
Patty Carpenter
Ana Clark
Elizabeth Davis
Laura Green
Jacki Mccarthy
Shay Merritt
Sandra Mueller
Nicole Peruso
Lynda Tamberelli
Becca Worthington

CORPORATIONS AND 
FOUNDATIONS
Amazon Smile Foundation 
Arts & Science Council
Cannon Foundation
Duke Endowment
Fasion Enterprises, Inc.
Infusion Fund

2022-2023 DONORS
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CLAYWORKS, INC.
4506 Monroe Road
Charlotte, NC 28205
P: 704.344.0795

WWW.CLAYWORKSINC.ORG
ADELLINGER@CLAYWORKSINC.ORG

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022-2023
Amy Hockett, Chair
Fern Paterson, Vice Chair 
Emily Hodge, Treasurer
Sara Miller, Secretary 
Beth Bryson
Shanna Francois 
James Hollins

Robert Lorenzen
Dawn Newsome
Patrick Paige
Edwin Rasberry
Stephanie Taylor
Kristin Tokic


